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On the last three books of Paradise Lost

PENG Xiao’e, WU Lingying

(Department of English, Hunan Business College, Changsha 410004, China ;
School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The last three books of Paradise Lost are inalienable components of the epic. Epic heroes Adam and Eve,

having yielded to Satan’s temptations, fallen and lost Eden in the previous books, yet in the last three books equip

themselves with “heroic knowledge, ” attain “the Spirit within” with humility, patience and faith as its core, and are thus

regenerated into “the Christian Hero” advocated by John Milton. Hence, Adam and Eve, with “the far happier Paradise

within,” head for their solitary and hard future. Besides, the last three books of the epic characterize a regenerated

marriage pair of “the Christian Hero” type for people in the fallen world who have been fallen or who are to fall.

Key Words: John Milton; Paradise Lost; the last three books
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