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The mistake in constitutional reform beginning with reform of
bureaucratic institution in the late Qing Dynasty

XIE Hongxing
(Law School of Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics, Nanchang 330013, China)

Abstract: The late Qing government attempted to take constitutional reform from the beginning of reform of
bureaucratic institution. However, the reform of bureaucratic institution encountered obstruction from officials, in the
end, when CiXi didn’t support the reform firmly, the reform of bureaucratic institution ended hastily. The prestige of
Qing government suffered a serious blow from the unsatisfactory reform, which made constitutional reform more
difficult. What the late Qing government should do was not to reform of bureaucratic institution, but to convene
parliament to expand political participation. In a word, it is difficult for constitutional reform to begin with the reform of
bureaucratic institution, the best way should have begun with convening parliament.

Key Words: the late Qing government; constitutional reform; reform of bureaucratic institution; reform in law;

convening parliament; polotical participation
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