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On the recluse tradition in the school of Chen Xianzhang

DONG Tiezhu

(Beijing Normal University-Hong Kong Baptist University, United International College, Zhuhai 519085, China)

Abstract: Influenced by Chen Xianzhang, many Confucians from Guangdong area in the Ming dynasty were inclined

to be recluse. Such an attitude is related to Chen Xianzhang’s philosophy. According to Chen, to be a recluse is a

necessary stage of self-cultivation. The different behaviors of Chen’s disciples indicate the difficulty of Chen’s way of

practicing Confucianism.

Key Words: recluse; Chen Xianzhang Confucianism in Guangdong Province; recluse scholar; Confucian
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