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Comment on Mayr’s autonomy theory of biology
LI Caihua, HAN xiao
(School of Maxism, Hefei University of Technology, Hefei 230009, China)

Abstract: Mayr had discussed the exact meaning the autonomy of biology and held that biology is independent of
physics. Mayr criticized many errors such as naturalism. reductionism and determinism of the physicalism and tried to
establish autonomy of biology, and proposed to expand the scientific basis for scientific unity. Biological autonomy
origins from the conflict of the mechanical theory and dynamic theory .The spiritual essence of Mayr’s thought is the
whole-organism biology.

Key Words: Mayr; autonomy of biology; philosophy of biology; scientific unity; the whole biology
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