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Thoughts on “Yu Mu Bing”
—— A discussion with Mr. Min Zongdian

WANG Feng'-?, ZHANG Shichao'

(1. Department of Chinese Literature and Language, North-east Normal University, Changchun 130024, China;

2. Department of Arts and Sciences, Jilin Agriculture Science and Technology College, Jilin 132101, China)

Abstract: Mr. Min Zongdian said in his article, the discussion about the punctuation of “yumubing” published in

Agricultural History of China (2002), that the natural phenomenon of “yumubing” which was recorded many times in

“Song book” and “Jin Shi” published by Zhonghua Book Company was punctuated as “yu, mubing” by the

proofreaders. He thought it was a wrong way to add the comma in these words because the word “yu” is used as a verb

when it is closely connected with the following nouns which was proved with detailed examples in his article.

According to the ancient books and records, it is correct to add the comma in “yumubing” because “mubing” can be

formed only when it rains (yu) and “yu” is used as a verb. But it is not reasonable for Mr. Min to regard the “yumubing”

as “rime” because they are two different meteorological phenomena.
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