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On the establishment of the Freedmen’s Bureau
at the end of American Civil War

WANG Shuxia
(School of History and Culture Industry, University of Jinan, Jinan 250022, China)

Abstract: During the American Civil War, a large number of escaped slaves and liberated blacks lived on nothing. At
first, it was the Federal Army and Folk Group and Charitable Organization that adopted some measures to keep them
alive. At the same time, the military and folk limitation precipitated the federal government to undertake the duty of
caring the of blacks, and the Congress disputed the necessity and constitutionality to establish the Freedmen’s Bureau to
support the feeble majority, which resulted in the establishing of the Freedmen’s Bureau that helped the freedmen and
refugees reconstruct the order of the social life and production. Its foundation was the breakthrough of the welfare
system, presaging the change of power layout under the Federal System.

Key Words: Freedmen’s Bureau; American Civil War; constitutionality; the United States Federal Welfase Agence;
America’s Congress
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