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Eastward spread of western culture and
evolvement of marriage custom ideas in modern China

CHEN Wenlian, GUI Yunqi
(Institute of History and Culture, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: After the Opium War, following the development of national capitalism and the eastward spread of Western
Culture, the Western marriage status, human rights and marriage theories began to spread to China, which caused the
resonance of the Chinese society. To contrast the marriage status of eastern and western, lots of intellectuals reflected
and analysed the abuse of traditional marriage custom and put forward the progressive marriage thought. From the
sprout of evolvement of marriage custom ideas to the form of the ideas, and to the climax, the advancement showed the
ascensive contrail of the evolvement of marriage custom ideas in Modern China, and the deepening of eastward spread
of Western Culture.

Key Words: eastward spread of Western Culture; marriage custom ideas; Modern China; marriage customs; polygamy;
women’s right
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