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On Chivalry in American Southern Renaissance
LI Xuexin
(School of Foreign Languages, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: As a kind of regional literature, the American Southern Renaissance has been renowned for its unique
regional distinctiveness in the world literary history. However, the article finds the cultural elements from Europe
entailed in its indigenousness, esp. the European chivalry. Focusing on European chivalry embodied in Southern
Renaissance, it explores absorption and integration of the literary movement for European chivalry, revealing how the
chivalry functions as a solid foundation in constructing the moral system of Southern Renaissance. By the research, the
article aims to provide a new research example of investigating the genesis and shaping of indigenous literary features
from the perspective of the exotic cultural factor.

Key Words: Southern Renaissance; European chivalry; indigenous literature; exotic literature; exotic influence of

literature
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