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Interaction of text and history: the representation of African image and
colonial trauma in Heart of Darkness

WANG Xia
(The School of Chinese Language and Literature of Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: New historicism claims “textuality of history” and “historicity of texts”, stresses the interaction between both
texts and history, which holds that literature can represent historical truth. Joseph Conrad takes literary text as the
medium to represent the African image and colonial trauma under the violence of European colonialism. This shows
that Conrad’s ability of dealing with historical truth and processing it into literary works, highlighting the possibility of
representing historical truth in the form of literature and the dialectical tension structure between history and literature.
Heart of Darkness achieves the interaction of text and history.

Key Words: Joseph Conrad; text; history; new historicism; Heart of Darkness; African image; colonial trauma
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