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Understanding poems by through poems and
the disenchantment of the Book of Songs

—the research methods of the Book of Songs by Wang Fuzhi
NA Xiuyan
(College of Humanities, Qinghai Normal University, Xining 810008, China)

Abstract: During the two thousand years on the study of the Book of Songs, the annotation by the pedantic scholars
and the interpretation by the moralists make the Book of Songs departed from their poetic features. However, the book
is endowed Confucian classic connotation and neo-confucianism thought which alienates the ideas into the tools of
enlightenment. The Book of Songs haunted with the moral shadows became the politic carrier. Wang Fuzhi puts
forward a hermeneutical method named Understanding Poems through Poems, which surveys the Book of Songs by
poetic art, experiencing the beauty affection and art in it and dispelling the political shadows of enlightenment to
recovery the lively life of the poem. Understanding Poems through Poems is not only an attempt to conduct the Book of
Songs research, but also the power to promote the interpretation of it, which is significant in the history of the study on
the Book of Songs.

Key Words: Book of Songs; Wang Fuzhi; the study of the Book of Songs; understanding poems through poems;

disenchantment
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