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Ilusory image
—Analysis of Berlin’s freedom theory

XIAO Hongchun, XIAO Yongbing
(Department of Political Science, Party School of State Tax Bureau, Yangzhou 225007, China)

Abstract: Isaiah Berlin’s “Two Concepts of Liberty” is a classic of modern liberalism, and his concept of freedom
broke out from either empiricists or rationalists who are consciously or unconsciously holding monism. Berlin inferred
that enthusiasm and the pursuit of “positive freedom” may have been brought dangers in practice. He actively praised a
“negative freedom”, which is unlike “positive freedom”, under the multi-value background. The value of Berlin’s
“negative freedom”, however, doesn’t show that liberty could be achieved by what principles or systems in some way,
in some social systems. The restriction of “negative freedom” to “positive freedom” itself has become an illusory image.
Thus, the work of Berlin had raised issues, instead of having resolved the problem.

Key Words: Isaiah Berlin; Two Concepts of Liberty; liberalism; negative freedom; positive freedom; the dimensions of

freedom; the limits of freedom
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