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Redemption of Modernity On Habermas’ philosophical logic of
paradigm shift in “communicative rationality”

BU Pengbo, HAN Qiuhong
(Politics and Law School, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130117, China)

Abstract: Facing the complex modern problems, Habermas did not negate modernity as it made science, morality, art
and life-world separate according to their logical development features. He thought that the spirit of instrumental
rationality in its development process did damage to the reproduction function of life-world. Although the development
of science had improved in terms of the ability to control nature, it influenced and undermined social integration of
communication in language as the main functions. The fundamental way to solve this problem is to establish the
authority of the communicative rationality, and then let the instrumental rationality of which be accommodated in
communicative rationality. To overcome life-world problems caused by enlightenment rationality, Enlightenment
project is still an unfinished work item. Habermas’ redemption of modernity is actually a re-understanding of the
“rational” which is emphasized by the ideas of the enlightenment. And it is a kind of philosophical paradigm shift from
the “instrumental rationality” to the “communicative rationality”.
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