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Legal analysis on distressed vessels taking refuge in coastal states
LIU Changxia
(Law School, Beijing Technology and Business University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: Right of entry in places of refuge for distressed vessels is not clear in current international legal system. The
International Maritime Organization has made great efforts on this issue. But single places of refuge without right of
entry could not essentially solve the problem. Considering the opposition between “absolute right of entry” and
“principle of state sovereignty”, the practical solution is to raise international shipping standards and encourage flag
state responsibility, rather than establishing absolute right of entry. China should take a case by case style to
appropriately intervene the entry of vessels which could bring great pollution.

Key Words: entry in places of refuge; right of innocent passage through the territorial sea; International Maritime
Organization (IMO); international shipping standards; flag state responsibility
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