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An analysis of factors influencing policy transfers among
China’s local governments

CHEN Lin
(Sichuan Party School, Chengdu 610072, China)

Abstract: The frequent policy transfers among local governments have already been an important means for local
policy change and development. However, the results of policy transfers are subject to multiple factors, which play
different roles in different phases of the policy transfer. The policy transferred and intergovernmental relations affect the
happening of policy transfer, local economic development and the local officials’ preference influences the ways, key
points and direction of the policy transfer and the cultural inertia critically decides the success of policy transfer.

Key Words: local government; policy transfer; intergovernmental relation; economic development level; cultural
inertia
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