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An Analysis of Asymmetry “Quantifier+Verb” and
“Verb+Quantifier” Construction

GAO Yanan, WU Changan
(Northeast Normal University of literature, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: “Verb+quantifier” and “quantifier+verb” construction are the expression pattern of Chinese momentum, but
the status and the function between these are not equivalent, “Verb+quantifier” construction is the basic expression of
momentum, the function is simple, and it only expresses the objective quantity of verb in the end of the sentence
position. On the other hand, “Quantifier+verb” construction is a marked expression of certain pragmatic function, it
highlights verb’s situational features, expresses subjective quantity and serves as the sentence’s topic focus or topic
function. The word order selection of Chinese momentum is the cause of “verb+quantifier” and “quantifier+verb”
construction’s asymmetry.

Key Words: The momentum construction; asymmetry; the selection of word order; integration of Chinese; the principle

of temporal sequence; cross category harmony
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