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On the functions of the Comnenian System in the Byzantine Empire
LUO Chunmei

(School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The Comnenian system was established by Alexius Comnenus after he became emperor in 1081. Within this
political system, rank and office, and associated wealth and prestige, all emanated from the person of emperor, whose
relatives by blood or marriage formed a privileged stratum that was at the top of the social and political hierarchy. This
system established the dominant position of the military aristocracy and the emperor’s family which had achieved total
supremacy over those families who were not related to the emperor, which provided the emperors with a strong
backbone. With this backbone the first three emperors of the Comnenian Dynasty strengthened the central power, kept
control of the aristocracy, bureaucracy, army and Constantinople’s populace. This system laid foundations for the
prosperity in Byzantium from 1081 to 1180.

Key Words: the Byzantine Empire; the Comnenian system; Alexius I Comnenus; the military aristocracy; the power of
center [4REE: 2]



