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The anxiety of influence and identity crisis:
the predicament and outlet of contemporary China literary theory

SHI Xiuyong, WANG Hui

(School of Literature and Politics, China University of Mining and Technology, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: The present literary theory demonstrates a deep anxiety of being-in-itself .The root cause of anxiety in

contemporary China literary theory is the influence of western literary theory. Literary theorists can not get subjective

affirmation in the position of current academic community and the real social experience .In the face of nihility and

meaningless, they inevitably reveal the anxiety of the identity. Through analysis of ‘anxiety, This article points out that

the contemporary literary should face living experience of Chinese literature and practical problems directly, adhere to

the idea of research methods of pluralism, and rebuild

the public character of literary theory. Only in this way can

contemporary literary theory get out of this developing predicament.

Key Words: contemporary China literary theory; Anxiety of influence; identity crisis; outlet
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