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On the role of social core values in citizenship construction
FENG Zhouzhuo, ZHONG Hongmin
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Citizenship is the description of the relationship between state and citizens, especially the relationship
between rights and obligations, it is a constructive history concept, and its construction is affected by the social core
values. Through the study of history we can see that there are different core values because of the different awareness of
rights and obligations, and it leads to the different emphasis on the rights and obligations in citizenship, from which the
different types of citizenship are formed. But what should be clear is that the social core values in our state may not be
equated with socialist core values as ideology, the ruling party should play a leading role in the party’s ideology,
forming socialist core values which is for all citizens, so that it can be generally accepted by the public, in a leading
position in the pluralistic systems of values. The ways of social core values in the construction of contemporary Chinese
citizenship should mainly be as follows. At the state level, they should play the guiding role of the social core values to
the institutional design of citizenship; At the society level, the social core values should actively guide the healthy
development of civil society, providing good environment and growing space for the construction of citizenship; At the
citizens level, they should be available for making social core values internalized as criterions for citizens’ thinking and
action mainly from the education of citizen’s thought and behavior.

Key Words: social core values; citizenship; rights and obligations; socialist core values
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