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Humanism against holism——Popper’s critique of Plato’s idea of justice

LUO Xuefei
(School of Political Science and Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: In Popper’s opinion, Plato’s platform of totalitarianism can be expressed in two related fundamental aspects:
the first one is that all the political changes should be prevented, the second one is that people should go back to the
nature. Plato’s political demands included two levels, the most basic demand mainly referred to strict class divisions and
the superior position of the ruling class, the derivative demand consisted of guard duty monopolized by the ruling class,
educational observation, and self-sufficiency of the nation. On this basis, Popper critiqued Plato’s concept of holism
justice, and constructed the concept of humanism justice; and he critiqued Plato's holism principle of justice, which
consisted of the principle of natural privilege, the general principle of collectivism, and the principle of personal
responsibility for the country, and constructed the humanism principle of justice, which consisted of the principle of
complete equality, the general principle of individualism, and the principle of the state and government should protect
civil liberties.
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