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Source of Catchwords “Beicui” and Cognitive Perspective on
Semantic Extension

HAN Liqiu
(School of the Humanities of Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Catchword “Beicui” comes from the line “mother is strong of grief” in the poems “Peacocks flying to
Southeast ward” during the Eastern Han Dynasty. From the initial, the term is used to describe people’s feelings to
everything that is unpleasant. The semantic range of “Beicui” has greatly been changed more than ever before. In the
past three years, based on the Sina for corpus, the usage of “Beicui” was studied by using a sampling survey and
comprehensive analysis. The results indicate that the pragmatic factors contributing to the promotion of the popular
trend to enhance meanings of “Beicui”. Through the metaphor of the system mapping of the conceptual domains,
“Beicui” has achieved the semantic transfer from the emotional to the abstract domain. In addition, the impact of the
social and psychological needs from the advocation of novelty also lead to the “Beicui” changing from traditional usage
to a more popular usage.

Key Words: beicui; source; semantic extension; cognitive; metaphor; mapping
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