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On the Unit of Space and Time in The Courtship of Miles Standish
ZHANG Yanping
(School of Humanities, Lanzhou University of Arts and Science, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow is the most famous poet in America in the 19th century. The Courtship of
Miles Standish is the popular poem of Longfellow, in which the unit of historical space and time leads the other units of
space and time. The poem’s historical space and time are expressed by natural and living space and time. Longfellow
reveals the life of the first Puritan into America by the switching of space and time. As the most important aspects of the
collective memory about the first Puritan into America, those important events, such as the half of the first Puritan into
America were dead, the first Puritan into America fought with Indians, and the Mayflower homeward bounded, and that
landmark mementos, such as the special rock in Plymouth, are all described by the structure of space and time in The
Courtship of Miles Standish.

Key Words: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow; The Courtship of Miles Standish; the unit of space and time; the first
Puritan into America
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