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Decentralization and balance frame under the concept of regime of mixture:
A re-analysis on the Democracy of America

WANG Yi
(Law School, Peking University, Peking 100871, China)

Abstract: The classical political concept of mixed regime thought emphasizes the mutual restriction between different
social classes, modern idea of decentralization and balance frame proposes the separation and balance among different
kinds of powers. Both of the concepts above aim at realizing the balance of power, the divergence between them lies in
that the former concept is a political wisdom concluded from the empirical view on the relationship between person and
person, the interaction and influence among different classes, while the latter is a political philosophy achieved from the
ideological mixed regime thought during the bourgeois revolution period, intending to omit the entity image of people,
classes, status etc., maintaining the logical premises of sovereignty of the people and social contract. The United States
of America constructs the separation of powers system according to the separation of powers theory; it can be traced
back to the classical theory of mixed regime, which is quite different from the democratic regime. Therefore, the notion
that equals the democracy with the political system is a misreading of American political system.

Key Words: democratic regime; mixed regime; the political system of America; separation of powers; check and

balance
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