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The node of rule of law in China: On China’s legal process in 2012
CHEN Yunliang, WANG Zhan

(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410012, China)

Abstract: For the process of China’s rule of law, the year of 2012 should be a turning point. The “Chongqing incident”
arouses people’s awareness of destruction of rule of law. However, after the bitter experience, all state organs ranged
from the ruling party to the legislative, administrative and judicial authorities began to reflect on the essential
connotation of the rule of law and show more respect to constitution authority. Meanwhile, the full awakening of civic
consciousness and increasing enthusiasm of participation in public affairs also contributed to the recovery of rule of law
in this year.

Key Words: rule of law; rule of law in China; civic consciousness; constitutional authority; public participation;

judicial reform
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