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The problem of “overstepping usage” in the naturalism reading of David
Hume and it’s consequence

LIU Jinshan
(Philosophy Department, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Naturalism has been one of the main explanations to David Hume’s philosophy in Kemp Smith’s prominent
work. That reason should not overstep to passion is one condition of this kind of explanation. Yet, as far as Hume’s
concept of reason being clarified, we find that reason being used oversteppedly to passions is unavoidable in Hume’s
theory system. This kind of “Overstepping Usage” makes Hume’s naturalism fail ultimately. The consequence of this
kind of failure is that Hume’s reason about the matter of fact does not get a proper ontological explain and that the
general argument of Hume’s philosophy is insufficiency.

Key Words: naturalism; Hume; reason; passions; overstepping usage
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