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Solution to the relationship of consciousness and things:
form Husserl to Heiddger

LIU Lixia
(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: In the history of western philosophy, there are four different solutions to the epistemological problem of how
subjective consciousness knows things outside of it, within the epistemological Paradigm from Descartes to Husserl,
namely, Realism, Internal Idealism, Transcendental Idealism and Transcendental Phenomenology. In 1906, Husserl
introduced for the first time his critique of cognition, which derived from Kant, while at the same time he critisized
Kant whithin the framwork of Transcendental Phenomenology. Since Husserl’s thought is still constricted in the
epistemological Paradigm of Descarted, his transcendental phenomenology has the same limitation of this
epistemological Paradigm. While Heiddger has proposed a Fundamental Ontology, for which the first and foremost
important way to get close to things is no longer by mean of human’s reason, but through experiences of Dasein, which
had been considered as irrational and emotional, thus breaking out of the epistemological Paradigman and realizing a
paradigm shift.

Key Words: Husserl; critique of cognition; transcendental phenomenology; relationship of consciousness and things;
epistemological paradigm; western philosophy
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