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The formation and development of Hayden White’s theory of
Poetics of History

WANG Xia
(Chinese Language and Literature of Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: Hayden White’s theory of Poetics of History experienced a process of formation and development. White
wrote Metahistory and constructed the theory of Poetics of History in sixties and seventies of the twentieth century.
Tropics of Discourse: Essays in Cultural Criticism was supplement to the theory of Poetics of History. The Content of
the Form: Narrative Discourse and Historical Representation focused on historical narration and developed the theory
of Poetics of History. White’s theory caused controversies among the scholars. He responded to these controversies,
revised and developed his theory. Figural Realism: Studies in the Mimesis Effect was the academic achievements of this
period.

Key Words: Hayden White; Poetics of History; narrative discourse; historical representation; historical writing; figural

realism
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