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The Derivation and Cultural Foundation of
the Chinese Character “Chen”

ZHANG Shicheng

(Chenzhou Writers Association, Chenzhou 423000, China)

Abstract: As the consequence of several well-recognized practical causes, ranging from the lack of distinction and

related researches, to the infamous burning book act of Emperor Qin Shi Huang, the origin and the vast cultural

background of the Chinese character “Chen” had not yet been discovered. This paper explores the definition of the

character “Chen”, and systematically discusses a totally new derivation and correlated cultural foundation of it, which

includes relevant Chinese traditional medicines, family names, and relevant ancient kingdoms, and rediscovers its

cultural heritage value regarding primitive Chinese medicine and agriculture.

Key Words: “Chen”’; Chenxian; Chenzhou; Chenyao; Huxiang; Nanling; Cangwu
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