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The Knowledge/Tool Controversy in Higher Education:
Literature Teaching in Discipline of Foreign Languages

YU Jianhua

(Institute of Literary Study, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract: In this paper, the author attempts to probe into 3 interrelated questions: What is the “use” of literature? What

is the nature of discipline of Foreign Languages? How are we to understand the ultimate purpose of higher education?

Starting from these points, the paper looks into the problems of marginalization of literature in discipline of Foreign

Languages and analyzes the characteristics of the two different understandings regarding Foreign Language as an

independent discipline — seeing it as “tools” or as an area of humanity study, and believes that this understanding lies at

the root of the curricular differences. The author reiterates the importance of humanistic education and the

“non-pragmatic” courses such as literature.

Key Words: Discipline of foreign languages; teaching of literature; pragmatism; humanistic education
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