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Exploration of the Literary Theme of Motoori Norinaga’s Theory
“Mononoaware”

CAO Li

(Humanities and Communications College, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200235, China;

College Foreign Language, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: The theory of “Mononoaware”, with its Japanese national characteristics, was proposed by Motoori Norinaga,

Japanese poet and literary Scholar. it was brought up as the counter-discourse of the theory “promoting kindness and

punishing evils”. The theory emphasizes literary autonomy, worldly being and human-centeredness. It has greatly

influenced the literary theories of modern Japan ever since.
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