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Ancient Chinese as “a Process Language”:
Roger Ames’ View of Chinese and Translation Practice

HU Suqing
(College of Foreign Languages and International Education, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Taking American sinologist Roger T. Ames’ translation of Chinese classics as an example, the paper proposes
that Ames’ controversial renderings of Chinese classics are cultural and philosophical readings from the perspective of
Whiteheadian process philosophy. Ames regards ancient Chinese as “a process language” and therefore adopts process

9

translation methodology such as “image stacking”, “correlative paronomasia ” and “metalepsis”, which shed new light

on translation theories and practices. But Roger Ames’s “process” translation methodology contradicts with the process
philosophy he admires, showing the traditional impact of analytic philosophy.
Key Words: ancient Chinese; Roger T. Ames; process language; correlative thinking; image stacking; correlative

paronomasia; metalepsis
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