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The Medial /j/ of the KaiKou Characters of the First Division in
Chinese——A Case Study of Mengzhou Dialect

SHI Yanfeng
(Department of Chinese Langange and Literature, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China)

Abstract: The first division kaikou lax rhyme of “J#111” groups generated the medial /j/ in the front of their “ i.”
xi characters’ base forms, and it also generated the medial /i/ in the front of their “” changed forms in the dialect of
Nanzhuang, Mengzhou county. That the “¥” changed forms bred the medial /i/ was earlier by comparing the two
cases above. This paper maintains that: (1) The dissimilation to the medial / / from the syllabic ending /w/ in the
formation of “-” changed final sped up the development of / />/i/; (2) With merging into the second division
kaikou lax thyme of “J#1l1” groups, the first division kaikou lax rhyme of “Ji1l1” groups inherited the medial / /
from the second division rhyme which is mentioned above. Then the new repeatable evolvement chain of
“C ->Cj->Ci-” on medial started up in the first division kaikou rhyme.

Key Words: Nanzhuang dialect; the first division kaikou lax rhyme of “Jdili” group; the base form; the “¥-”
changed form; the medial /j/; the medial/i/
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