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Changes and stability of Naito Konan’s Views on China

HU Tianshu

(School of History and Culture, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Naito Konan’s perspective on China showed aged changes as well as initiative persistence between the First

Sino-Japanese War and the beginning period of ROC. Soon after the breakout of the First Sino-Japanese War, Naito

Konan obtained a vague opinion that China was not necessarily conservative. However, this opinion was changed into

the view that China was conservative during his first travel in China, and then systematically evolved into his theory

that China was disintegrated. Finally, Naito Konan’s main theory that Japan could support Chinese renaissance came

into being on the basis of previous three opinions. According to the inspection of relative references, it could be

revealed that the crisis confronted by Sinology in Japan, the reality of China, and the subjectivity of Japanese culture

were the three most important factors leading to Naito Konan’s contradictory perspectives on China.

Key Words: Naito Konan; Chinese Observation; Yan Mountain & Chu Water; Theory of China
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