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The polyphony of body-appearance and body-subject

A critique on Merleau-Ponty’s early body theory

LIU Lianjie
(College of Liberal Arts, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: Merleau-Ponty criticized spirit-philosophy in early stage, constructed a theory of body-appearance. In this
process, he broke subject-object split in traditional philosophy, clarified the unity of soul and body. Thus he found a new
philosohy, and hinted at a possibility of new ontology on the unity of human and nature. On the other hand, he also
deeply absorbed in this body’s vigour so that he forgot the new ontology what this vigour came from. Finally he
constructed this body as an ultimate subject, and his theory of body had a tendency of subjectivity and reductionism.
Key Words: Merleau-Ponty; body-appearance; body-subject; ontology; reductionism
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