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Postemotional Phantom in Elusive Space
—A discussion on the trend of visualization narration in contemporary city
novels and the consequent crisis

LUO Qianjun
(College of Liberal Arts, Shantou University, Shantou, Guangdong 515063, China)

Abstract: As a practical strategy for literature to break through the siege of visual culture, visualization narration begins
to prevail in the contemporary city novels. Novels of this style are greatly characterized by similar effects created by
film shots which display segments of flashing pictures. Although visualization narration caters for the aesthetic
psychology of present-day readers who are indolent and satisfied with sensual pleasures, the novel’s mental space for
deep thinking is appropriated by the immediate visual perception which is characteristic of film shots. As a result, the
glamour of the traditional artistic language featuring fuzziness and polysemousness gets weakened, and the readers are
shielded from the real world and unconsciously trapped in postemotion.

Key Words: visualization narration; city novel; spacialization of time; postemotion
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