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An Analysis of the Corresponding Works of
the Couple Yang Shen and Huang E

YAO Rong
(Department of Chinese in Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China)

Abstract: The literary works concerning responsory and presenting each other with poems between couples, and their
mutual expression of affectionateness, previous to the late Ming and early Qing dynasty, can rarely be found to this day.
The corresponding works that the couple Yang Shen and Huang E presented each other as gifts are as many as 18 pieces,
which is a typical case of literary communications between couples in literature history. Their corresponding works
greatly enriched the theme of couple love in classical literature. These works, in an orderly way, unfold before our eyes
the entire course from strong affections between husband and wife to marital breakdown between them. They show
deep and sincere love and profound mutual understanding between the couple in the early days, and reflect the gradual
change of their mutual affection during the couple’s thirty years of separation life, revealing the real mentality of the
couple in this change, and revealing the non-equivalent relation which showed in the two persons’ resisting pressure of
reality, in freedom extent of life, in loyalty extent of love, etc. Before Yang Shen and Huang E, there were no couple
corresponding works that could express couple love and its changing course in all dimensions, nor could any
corresponding works express couple love to such deep and profound degree. Therefore the corresponding works of the
couple Yang Shen and Huang E possess great literary value and social value, which deserves to be valued and
researched.

Key Words: Yang Shen; Huang E; couple; corresponding works [4mEE: #HLME]



