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Spread and Characteristics of the Vajracchedika-sutra in the Song, Yuan,

Ming and Qing Dynasties

focus on the exegesis and miraculous stories

ZHANG Wenzhuo

(Religious Research Center for Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China)

Abstract: The Vajracchedika-sutra has a significant impact on development of Chinese Buddhism, culture and society

since the translation of Kumarajiva for the first time. It has always been favoured, researched by monks and laymen,

spread wide, leaving a large number of exegesis. But taking the Song dynasty as a boundary, there are a significant

differences before and after. Since the song dynasty, the characteristics of worship of the Vajracchedika-sutra show up

as a mount of exegesis, development of form, perfect of ritual, edition of miraculous stories, furthermore, a relatively

fixed belief ritual on the Vajracchedika-sutra was formed, which has broken though the situation with the only focus on

the thought aspect of the Vajracchedika-sutra before the Song dynasty, which makes the Vajracchedika-sutra effect

wider to Chinese society, culture, belief, etc.

Key Words: Vajracchedika-sutra; exegesis; form; ritual; miraculous stories
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