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A Survey of Study in Chinese-English Translation of
Public Signs since the Late of 1980s

LI Zengyin

(School of Foreign Languages, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China;
Foreign Languages Department, Qinghai Normal University, Xining 810008, China)

Abstract: Based on the investigation and analysis of overall situation of study in Chinese-English translation of public
signs since the late of 1980s, this paper firstly summarizes the research findings from such five aspects as
conventionalization of the term, language features, functional classification, error classification and the principles and
methods of translation. Then, it analyzes the research characteristics in terms of four aspects — research level and
viewing angle, scale, domain and the degree of social concern. It also discusses existing problems from four
perspectives, namely, research duplication, the necessity of translation, corpus construction and application of the
results. Additionally, it points out that the researches in the future should be broader, more empirical and
interdisciplinary.

Key Words: public signs; Chinese-English translation; translation methods; translation principles; corpus construction
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