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Relationship between Confucian orthodoxy and political system
reflected in “Imperial Edicts about Criticizing Oneself”
in Western Han Dynasty

WETI Xin

(School of Chinese Language and literature, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China;
School of Literature, Beihua University, Jilin 132013, Jilin, China)

Abstract: The happening of the Imperial Edicts about Criticizing Oneself in Western Han Dynasty was traditional
continuation since the era of Yu and Tang, and it was also the result of game playing and contest between Confucian
orthodoxy and political system. The theories about Sages and Rajas became the theoretical basis of political evaluation
and the standard to measuring political behaviors along with the promotion of the Confucian doctrine status. The
emperors in the Western Han Dynasty regulated the contradictions to Confucian scholars with the Imperial Edicts about
Criticizing Oneself when they were criticized by their opponents in the process of making policy decisions, which
reflected adaptabilities and adjustments between Confucian Orthodoxy and Political System.

Key Words: Imperial Edicts about Criticizing Oneself;, Western Han Dynasty; Confucian orthodoxy; political system
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