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An Investigation into the Names of Figures
in The Marriage Stories to Awaken Men

ZHANG Zhenguo
(School of Liberal Arts, Huangshan University, Huangshan 245041, China)

Abstract: The author of Xing Shi Yin Yuan Zhuan (The Marriage Stories to Awaken Men) names the figures by means of
homophony, correlation, splitting up the Chinese characters, allusion, direct description and so on, which reveals his
comments and suggestions about the character, occupation and function of the figures in the novel. All those names
have a strong sense of humor and irony, displaying the attitude of the author towards the real world. What’s more, “Xi
Zhou Sheng” perhaps is the homophonic word of “Xi Zhongsheng” or “Xi Zhusheng”, which implies “teasing people”;
“Huanbi Zhuren” probably implies “the man who writes in a fictitious style of writing”.

Key Words: The Marriage Stories to Awaken Men; name; homophony; Huan Bi Zhu Ren; Xi Zhou Sheng
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