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Rationalism paradigm and its critique
in the study of international relations theory

ZUO0 lJie

(College of Humanities and Social Science, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: As a core concept of Western culture, rationality is the key point in understanding Western civilization and
behavior of Western countries, and it is also an important theoretical basis of Western International Relations theory.
Currently, Western International Relations theory, of which the core is rationalism, is in harmony with the belief
“People are rational”, which meets the needs of maximizing national interest in anarchy and maintaining the existence
and development of International Society, so it has been dominating the entire International Relation theory academia.
Rationalism paradigm presented in Western International Relations theory provides an important guidance for
explaining and solving numerous international issues. Rationalism paradigm, however, neglects value rationality and
subjectivity, and lacks interpretation force for reality.

Key Words: rationality; rationalism; international relations theory; rationalism paradigm; reflectivism paradigm;

constructivism paradigm
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