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A brief analysis of Plato’s theory of division of labor
SUN lJingyi
(School of Economics and Management, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Plato believes that division of work is specialization that an individual does one specific job. The reason of
division of labor is that an individual is not versatile and can only accomplish one thing at a time. He divides society
into three hierarchies: the first hierarchy is the rulers who take charge of politics; the second is the knights who take
charge of military and the third is the producers who take charge of economy. He makes a secondary division within
producer, such as farmers, weavers, carpenters and so on. Marx’s theory of division of labor quotes Plato’s analysis of
division of labor many times and gives it a high evaluation. He analyzes the characteristics, the merits and demerits of
Plato’s theory of division of labor and proposes that there was no existence of the secondary division of labor in Plato’s
times.

Key Words: Plato; political economy; division of labor; hierarchies; Marx
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