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Transcendental imagination:
the common root of perceptual and intellectual

WANG Jianbin

(School of politics, Chongqging Normal University, Chongqing 400047, China;
School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Transcendental imagination is one of important categories in Kant’s philosophy, which is the bridge between
the perceptual and intellectual. However, there are different interpretations at home and abroad. Some philosophers
think that imagination is ability just like the perceptual and intellectual, while others believe that imagination is the
common root of the perceptual and intellectual. Through an analysis of the function of imagination in the two editions
of induction and transcendental schema, this paper contends that transcendental imagination is the premise of
universality and inevitability of knowledge and the creativity of the subject, and at the same time it is the common root
of the perceptual and intellectual.

Key Words: imagination; transcendental imagination; perceptual; intellectual; regenerative imagination; productive
imagination; subject creativity
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