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Study on a Literary Form of “Yin”: Taking Win Xin Diao Long as the
Center

ZHENG Wei
(Nanjing University, School of Literature, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Whether “Yin” and “Xu” in Win Xin Diao Long is the same kind of style or not has caused the attention at
home and abroad. Many critics often argue that the two literary froms are of the different kinds of style, but because the
arguments had no effect, the conclusion could not be established. In fact, “Yin” and “Xu” in the Six Dynasties they
were of the same style. Through the stylistic interpretation of Wen xin diao long and narrative context of “Yin” in Lu
Yun’s Letters to his Lu Ji his brother, “Yin” in the Six Dynasties closely related to the historical and biographical
literature, its stylistic meaning point to “Xu Lun” in historical biographies. It has both the narration and comment, so
Liu Xie’s Wen Xin Diao long put it in the “remarks” style. “Yin” and “Xu” stylisticly evolutived after the Tang and
Song Dynasties, their stylistic dependence became stronger and the identity of two literary forms became more closely.
Key Words: The Six Dynasties; A literary form of “Yin”; A literary form of “Xu”; “Xu Lun”; Win Xin Diao Long;
Letters to his brother Lu Ji
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