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Between the fiction and reality:
on the rumors and variations of Yang Jian’s birth

CHEN Yingcong
(The Hong Kong Institute of Education, Hong Kong, China)

Abstract: Yang Jian was the emperor of Sui dynasty who faithfully believed in Buddhism. The records of his life are
filled with religious tones. Moreover, those records are full of political tones because they were turned up with a
background of the South and North Dynasty when peoples were in great enthusiasm about Buddhism and yearning for
peace. Through analyzing and comparing the records of his birth, this paper aims at clarifying those rumors’ political
and religious meanings. Moreover, from investigating the variation of those rumors, we got to know how these rumors
have been transformed into literary creations. The analysis of this case provides us some new thoughts and inspiration
which helps us gain a better understanding on such historical phenomena.

Key Words: Emperor Wen of Sui Dynasty; Yang Jian; Buddhism; circulation; unofficial histories
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