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Reconstruction on the history of experiment tradition
ZHAO Xu

(Department of Philosophy and Science, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China;
Jinling Institute of Technology, Nanjing 211169, China)

Abstract: Both Mason and Kuhn think that experiment tradition was born in the sixteenth century. In fact, through the
study of the history of science, science experiments had played a role from the beginning of the history of science.
Therefore, there are some problems in the definition of experiment tradition. The wrong definition resulted from the fact
that they ignored that thought experiments had an important position in the history of science. If we want to understand
correctly the role of experiments in the history of science, we have to reconstruct the history of experiment tradition.
When we reconstruct reconstruct of the history of experiment tradition, it can be divided into three parts: Firstly, before
the sixteenth century, experiments played a basic role in science, and physical experiments served as the supplement.
Secondly, after the sixteenth century, the physical experiments gradually played a basic role, while experiments still
played a role from time to time. Thirdly, from the twentieth century to now, experiments began to play an increasingly
important role, and the increasing requirements of modern science requires the two experiment traditions play a certain
role together.

Key Words: Mason; Kuhn; experiment tradition; history; thought experiments; physical experiments
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