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Fierce Competition between Peers: A tentative analysis
on Giles’s misreading Calthrop’s Translations of The Art of War

TU Guoyuan, ZHANG Guojun
(Institute of Foreign Studies, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Retranslation introduces competition into the translation of the same book, thus competition exists among
different translators of the same literary classics for readers, for market and for positions in translation history. As
China’s foremost ancient military study, The Art of War has appealed to translators to interpret the meaning of the text
with its openness and response-inviting structure, and its English translators amounted to some dozens, making the
competition much more fierce. E.F. Calthrop pioneered to translate The Art of War into English world, and the
subsequent Lionel Giles found faults with Calthrop’s translations, criticizing them tastelessly. Such criticism, in nature,
reflects the fact that later translators always misread the precursor’s translations with the purpose of reversing their
disadvantageous lateness in the competition and clearing the interpretation space for themselves.
Key Words: Lionel Giles; E.F. Calthrop; The Art of War; retranslation, competition, misreading
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