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Milton’s Theology on “the Spirit”:
Also on “the Holy Spirit” in Christian Doctrine

WU Lingying, WU Xiaoying
(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: In his theological treatise Christian Doctrine, John Milton presents the best illustration of the theological
term “the Spirit” which is John Milton’s substitute for “the Holy Spirit” in the orthodox Christian doctrine of Trinity. By
citing numerously from the Bible, Milton expounds nine signifieds for “the Holy Spirit” in the Bible, including “divine
spirits” like “the Holy Spirit,” which originate from the external and dwell into the believers’ hearts, and the internalized
powers of human beings, in Milton’s terms, “the human spirit” or “the Spirit within.” Therefore, Milton’s anti-Trinity
believes that, as far as “the Holy Spirit” in the Bible is concerned, “the Spirit” should be the better term. An accurate
grasp of Milton’s theological interpretation of “the Spirit” is crucial to mastering his theological system and the essence
of his heroic poetry.
Key Words: John Milton; Christian Doctrine; “the Spirit”; “the Holy Spirit”; “the Spirit within”
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