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The legitimacy bases for Confucianists’ political order construction
HU Ruijun
(Department of Social Science, National Academy of Education Administration, Beijing 102617, China)

Abstract: Confucianism is a kind of theory to take the pursuit of ideal political order as its ultimate goal, which takes
“Kingship Society to Well-to-do Society to Great Harmony Society” as its pursuit path and direction. With the support
of three Ontological Bases: “Fatality, Humanity and Yin—yang”, Confucianism formed its special theory of political
order which takes “Individual-Family-King” as carriers of political order, the “Three Cardinal Guides and the Five
Constant Virtues” as their political order norm, and Paternalistic Authority as order driver, and takes Kingship Political
Order as key value goal. It was this kind of order model that maintained the long life and history of Chinese feudalism
society, just by the support of four legitimacy bases: “Supernal Regality”, “Consanguinity Agreement”, “Ancient
Tradition” and “Elite Worship”, which can also individually be called metaphysical basis, patriarchal basis, historical
basis and mass basis.

Keywords: Confucianism; political order; supernal regality; consanguinity agreement; ancient tradition; elite worship
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