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On the symbolic meaning of Qing Code for the rule of legitimacy
LI Yaoyue
(Law History Centre of East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: Qing’s statute inherited the core value and philosophy of law tradition, and paid attention to traditional
political ideal and social reality between conflict and coordination. Unlike the Case is concerned in adapt to judicial
practice, the Statute has more important tasks not only in solving the problem of justice statutes but also in making a
symbolic meaning, in some way. And the philosophy of rule by Sages, the destiny source with morality, as well as the
mission of rule by humanize, which all make the construction of the declaration of “ideal order” turn into law. Moreover,
the Statute which depends on the politics, guided by the political philosophy and obtains legitimacy from the authority
goes further to announce its legitimacy through indicating the social tradition and the ideal of rule.
Key Words: Qing Code; Ruling Legitimacy; Rule by Sages
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