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How Literature Touches upon History?
—A Narrative Analysis of Nanjing Massacre in The Flowers of War and
Nanjing Requiem

GUO Quanzhao, BU Lili
(The School of Chinese Language and Literature of Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: The Nanjing Massacre, which was committed brutality and atrocity beyond human imagination, has been an
unprecedented national wound and unbearable heaviness for the Chinese people. But this should not be a taboo of
speech and excuse of evasion for the Chinese writers. Two Chinese American authors, Yan Geling and Ha Jing, bravely
took on the challenge and turned out their novels The Flowers of War and Nanjing Requiem respectively. Both are
worthy of remarking and praising in art and thought. This paper delves into the depth of the two novels and makes a
detailed analysis of their beginnings, their assignment of the narrator and the characteristics of their language and
narrative. And through comparison and reference (of the foreign Trauma Fiction on WWII), it also discloses the
ideological implications and ethical intentions of the two novels in question. Moreover, it offers some independent ideas
on the achievement and the insufficiency of the two.

Key Words: The Flowers of War, Nanjing Requiem; Nanjing Massacre; Trauma Fiction; beginning; narrator
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